
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

Q: Can I apply for top-up funding for a project that's already started? 
A: Yes, if the additional work creates new capital assets and can be completed by 31 
March 2027. You must clearly demonstrate how the additional funding delivers 
enhanced impact beyond the original project scope. 

Q: How do I show that top-up funding delivers additional value? 
A: Provide clear evidence that the additional investment creates proportionally greater 
benefits - more habitat, better connectivity, innovative approaches, or wider replication 
potential. The enhancement should be substantial, not just "nice to have." 

Q: Can the same costs be covered by multiple funders? 
A: No. Each funder must cover distinct cost elements. However, related costs that 
enhance the overall project can be covered by different funders (e.g., one funder covers 
pond creation, another covers connecting/buffering habitat). 

Q: What if my project is slightly over £100,000? 
A: Projects over £100,000 require exceptional circumstances justification and go 
through our enhanced assessment process. We'll need evidence of transformational 
impact and strategic value. 

Q: Can I change my project after approval? 
A: Minor changes may be possible with our agreement. Significant changes require 
formal variation approval. All changes must maintain capital expenditure compliance 
and agreed completion date. 

Q: What counts as capital expenditure? 
A: Capital expenditure creates new, lasting physical assets. This includes materials, 
equipment, construction, and infrastructure and any design and consent costs directly 
attributable to the capital work.  Salaries may be funded where directly linked to 
achieving the capital asset. It does NOT include ongoing running costs or maintenance 
of existing assets. 

Q: Do I need to have all permissions before applying? 
A: You can apply without all permissions but must have them before starting work. Your 
application should show clear plans for obtaining required permissions within your 
timeline. 

Q: Can I get help with partnership development? 
A: Yes! We encourage partnerships and can help connect potential partners. Contact 
our Fund Managers to discuss collaboration opportunities. 


